Date……………………………..

The Hon. Peter McGauran MP 

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry
C/- Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600
Email: peter.mcgauran.mp@aph.gov.au
I am appalled to learn that Australia continues the live animal trade with the Middle East, where countries do not have modern, comprehensive or enforceable animal protection laws.
With graphic images of cattle being disabled by slashing their tendons and eyes stabbed at the Australian approved Bassatin Abattoir in Cairo still vivid, it is incomprehensible how you can allow Australia to become complicit in this level of animal suffering.

Australia’s cessation of live trade with Egypt opened the way for change.  By saying we would not be a part of handling and slaughtering methods totally unacceptable by Australian standards we stood to hasten debate in Egypt over its animal welfare practices. Memorandum of Understanding do little to protect animals once they leave our shores and are little more than lip service to try and appease a public that it greatly concerned that Australia is failing in its duty of care towards its animals.  
The undeniable fact remains that once Australian animals leave our shores we cannot control their destiny.  Our participation in this trade is also providing the shameful message to the world that Australians believe it acceptable to abandon established principals of caring for animals on the basis of profit.  Not only is this completely untrue but such a position undermines attempts to progress animal welfare as an issue of significance in importing countries.

Australia has many abattoirs that are certified halal and the Middle East already accepts the importation of frozen or chilled meats.  There is no excuse.

I urge the Federal government to ban live animal export to all Middle Eastern 
countries and restore Australia's reputation as a fair and compassionate nation.  To you it may be just a trade but to the Australian animals it is unmitigated torture.

Yours sincerely
Name………………………………….            Signature…………………………...


Address………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
