Date
Insert your state minister’s name and address, also send to Federal Minister 

Dear Minister 
I have recently become aware that animal welfare legislation in this state does not provide equal protection to all animals from acts of cruelty and that the Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals-Pigs has recently been reviewed.                                                

I am appalled that pig industry operators are not subject to the same animal welfare legal obligations that are required by every other member of society.  I find it incongruous and cruel that intelligent animals such as pigs can be kept in conditions that prevent them from doing anything that is important to a pig.  Were an ordinary member of the community to confine their dog or cat so that it was barely able to move for days, weeks or months on end, they would be prosecuted for cruelty.                                                 

There can be no ethical or legal justification for protecting some species from acts of cruelty and then permitting cruel acts to others.  The pig industry 'code of practice' that allows sow stalls, farrowing crates and mutilations without anaesthetic is in fact a 'code of cruelty'.  Any code or standard that exempts animal industry operators from the same obligations to animals required of the rest of the community - should be abolished.                                

That the largest pig meat producers in both America, and Canada, (Smithfield’s Foods and Maple Leaf foods) can voluntarily end the keeping of pregnant pigs in single stalls begs the question why does Australia steadfastly refuse to grant this small mercy to these highly intelligent and social animals.  That these decisions are voluntary and in response to consumer concerns reflects a growing trend overseas that industry is acknowledging the public’s support for more humane methods of animal based agriculture.  
As a consumer I will not support industries that prevent animals from satisfying their behavioral needs and I am convinced that as more Australians learn about the cruel conditions under which factory farmed pigs are forced to live they too will not support this industry. I implore you implement meaningful changes that prevent animal cruelty rather than provide for it.

I look forward to your response. 
Yours sincerely

Name
Address
